Council Meeting 7/10/25

Members present: Abbess Martha, Brother Raymond, Brother Florian, Sister Genevieve Lynn, Sister Marie Patricia, Brother William Marion, Sister Gianna
Guests: Sister Julian, Brother Steven, Sister Mary Magdalene, Sister Madeleine Sophie
Excused: Brother Jean Baptiste

Opening prayer:  Sister Gianna

Finance:
Sister Mary Magdalene reviewed CSL’s statement of financial position as of June 30, 2025. 
· Mobile deposits are processing without any problems.
· The link with PayPal seems to be working well.
· Our investments are regaining some of the losses.
· The new post office box is receiving mail.
Sister Mary Magdalene reviewed our statement of activity. 
· The superior’s discretionary fund has seen some activity, in part for reimbursing Bishop Scarfe for attending Sr. Katharine Fleck’s final vow rituale.  
· Sister Mary Magdalene recommends that a line item for Bishop Visitor and chaplain expenses be added to the next budget (2026).
· Abbess Martha pointed out that we will have extra expenses this year due to outgoing and incoming Bishop Visitors. 
· We are earning interest in the new money market account, at a higher rate than at the previous bank we used.
· Sister Julian inquired about the recent history of fraudulent charges which are on the statement of activity, and Sister Mary Magdalene reviewed this. See council minutes for May 2025.
Budgeted versus actual incoming funds.
· 43% of pledged monies have been received, which is unexpected and reassuring given that many members usually send their complete pledge at the end of the year, rather than during the earlier parts of the year. 
· All habits ordered have been paid in full, except for one for which alteration costs are still outstanding.
· The gift for Brother Dunstan’s jubilee has been purchased.
· Sister Mary Magdalene requested that the Abbess provide a physical business address for the bank, rather than a post office box number. 

Communications:
Abbess Martha commented on the wonderful newsletter that Brother John David has been spearheading; his work is much appreciated.

CSL website responsibility is being transitioned to Brother Ronan and Chris. The Abbess will continue to assist with this process.

Inquirers:
This is currently in abeyance until September or October.

Worship and Convocation:
· 31 people will be attending convocation in July, and 24 of those are CSL members. Two bishops, CSL chaplain, spouses and family are also projected to attend.
· Patience is requested as convocation will be occurring in a new place which will require new processes of setting up, and moving through meetings and activities.

There are no public minutes from the June meeting.

Formation:
Our second annual summer study (on humility this year) has begun. Volunteers to facilitate are needed, and members are encouraged to sign up for just one session each.

There is a task group working on essential documents for our new educational platform, led by Brother William Marion, Brother Jude Thaddeus, and Sister Clare. 

Sister Julian has provided information regarding shepherding during convocation to the pertinent parties. 

Habits:
The procedure for ordering habits is being considered, to make it as user-friendly as possible. The planned replacements will be postponed until this has been accomplished.
· Sister Julian asked about a possible inventory of existing habits and garments available for use. Sister Mary Magdalene reported that during the cleaning out of storage at Conception Abbey, this was performed, and she noted only one habit. Abbess will double check this.

New business:
Fall Chapter meeting will be September 13 at 2pm CST; Abbess Martha will confirm this date with Bishop Scarfe. 

Abbess and Sister Madeleine Sophie have been collaborating regarding issues with traveling to the St. Benedict Center in Schuyler, NE (hotel shortages, airfare costs, etc.) due to events which occur at the same time as convocation. There will be a listening session at convocation. Members are requested to bring ideas.

The special summer service for member transitions is scheduled for August 25 at Vespers. Members are requested to wear their habits. This will be the feast day of St. Bartholomew. Sister Julian inquired as to details for Brother Jean Baptiste’s first annual vows, but these are not available yet. Abbess Martha noted that in the meantime, he will proceed in formation as if he transitioned during summer convocation. 

Next meeting: August 14. 

Closing prayer: Sister Marie Patricia
