Benedictine Chapter Minutes
January 25, 2025

Abbess Martha called the meeting to order at 2:02 CT declaring a quorum of thirty-four members present.
 
Remarks by Bishop Scarfe: The Bishop read from the Gospel of St, Luke in which Jesus in the Synagogue was driving out those who were using it as a marketplace. He referenced the words of Bishop Budde’s call to the President to lead with Mercy, noting that the word “mercy” appears over three hundred times in the Bible. The Bishop asked, “A call to Mercy – how will we respond?” The Bishop asked the Chapter members to pray for our country and prayed for a blessing on our meeting.
The Abbess’ Report: Abbess Martha reported the year as a time of highs and lows. The Community has five new members, two life professions, and two annual professions. There has been an additional fifth night of Vespers added to the schedule plus book studies in Advent and Lent. The Abbess thanked Brother Jerome for his work on the Directory, Brother John David and Sister Julian for the newsletter, Sister Claire, and Cindy for continuing the prayer list, and Sister Madeleine Sophie for her work on the Convocation.                                                                  For the lows, Abbess Martha cited the death of Sister Mary Francis, and members who have suffered loses of spouses, siblings, and friends. Also, two members have resigned, and one novice oblate has stepped away. Brother Chrysostom has moved to Oregon and has resigned but has left in good standing.                                                                                                  There are signs of growth within the Community with five applicants so far in 2025. Other signs are the appointment of Brother William Marion as assistant Director of Education and Sister Claire as assistant to the Dean of Professed life. Brother Ronan and Christopher will take over the Web site. There is a need for a facilitator of the Worship Committee, and an assistant to Sister Mary Magdalene in finance.                                                                                        
Five Year Plan: Sister Julian reported on the progress discussing the consolidation of all the reports from the various committees and acknowledging the work will continue. Sr. Brigid thanked Sister Julian for implementation of the plan. 
Financial Report: Brother Jean Baptiste will be the new Treasurer to assist Sister Mary Magdalene. He is looking for people to help with the audit review every three months. Sister Mary Magdalene noted the 2024 budget was submitted to the Council. Ninety percent of pledges have been received.  Brother Robert discussed the investments and noted the committee needs one more member. Investments are socially responsible.
Prior’s Report: Brother Raymond thanked members who wrote post cards to those unable to attend Convocation.
Formation Teams Report: Sister Julian noted a three task forces are meeting regularly. Brother James Rafael is meeting with formation guides regularly and Sister Genevieve Lynn is excited about book studies and on-line classes.
Communications: Brother David reported that the Web site still needs some updating, but it has generated a great deal of interest. After two years, Opus Dei has been finally updated and finished. The ZOOM room is still under Brother Florian’s domain, but CSL will be making the switch in the future. Brother John David noted the Face Book site has made people aware of CSL. He also thanked members who contributed to the newsletter. Brother Ronan gave kudos to Brother Stephen who has enabled CSL to now come up on Google search.
Porter Report: Initially there were eleven inquiries, but it is down to four applications. 
Convocation Report: July will be in Nebraska; October will be in Baltimore. 2026 will be on the West Coast and help is needed from those living there to find a place.
Vote for Acceptance of Reports: Sister Catherine Ann made a motion to accept all reports as given; seconded by Brother Ronan and Brother David; approved by all members of the Chapter.
2025 Budget: Sister Mary Magdalene presented the budget and Brother Jean Baptiste made a motion to accept the budget as presented; seconded by Brother David; approved by the Chapter members. The budget passed.
Other Business: Safe Church: Those who need it will be notified.
Fellowship nights will be held on the third Saturday of every month at ZOOM.
Habits: Instructions for ordering will be sent to members who need them.
Abbess Martha said Bishop Scarfe has agreed to serve for another year and Brother David made a motion that he do so; seconded by Brother William Marion; approved by the Chapter members.
Election of Council Reps: Sister Gianna. Brother Florian. Brother William Marion, Sister Marie Patricia replacing outgoing Sister Anah Elizabeth, Brother Daniel, and Brother Ronan.
The Chapter ended at 3:35 CT with a prayer by Bishop Scarfe.

Respectfully submitted.
Sister Marie Patricia, OSB


 


















                              
