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The Ruthwell Cross (7 Century) with Tepresentations of The Drepm of the Rood

dod

The Dreasm of the Rood - Ths i @ very early 7% century poem that is amazingly
Sophisticated for its time. Itisan allegory written in 5 way quite similar to Dante.
It describes the dream of a warrior on the crucifixion. The dream js a Paradoxical
vision of The Rood (ie: the cross), seeing it either as a rough gallows tree or 5
bejeweled relic. p the dream, the Rood speaks {o him, recounting in a graphic way
the events of the crucifixion. Chrjst is no sacrificial victim in this Poem. Heisa
hero with whom an English warrior conlg readily identify.

The Rood itself speaks and recounts hoyy Christ ascended the Rood to effect
humanity’s salvation:

The young hero Stripped himself-he, Gog Almighty—
strong and stout-minded. He mounted high gallows,
bold before many, when he would loose mankind
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Then they workeq himt an earth-hoyse,
e in the slayer's sight carved i from bright stone,
set in it the Wielder of Vietories. Then they sang him p S0rr0w-song,
sad in the eventide, when they would 80 again

with grief from that Sreat Lord.

When the Rood explains to the dreamer howy it has become 3 bejeweled relic, it
Speaks like that of an English retainer whe has been rewarded by his war-lord for

faithful service: “Then glory’s Prince honored me over all trees of the wood 5

For me now Iife’s hope:

that I may seek thar victory-beam

alowe more often thay al] wen,

honor it wel, My desire for thas

is much in mind, ayg 7y Hope of protectipn
Teveris to the rood. 1 hage not now many
strong friends on this earth; they forth hence
have departeq Jrom world’s Joys, have sought themselyes lory’s King:
they Iive now i heaven with the 1 igh-Father,
duwell still in lory, and ] for myself expect
each of my days the time when the Lord’s rood,
which I here on eqrty Jormerly sauy,

Jrom this logred life will fotch me azoay

and bring me then where is much bliss,

Jjoy in the heavens, where the Lorg s folk

s seated at feast. where is bliss everlasting;
and set me then where [ after may

dwell in glory, welf with those saints

delights tp entjoy
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