
 

THE DREAM OF THE ROOD  
first 25 lines in old English 

 
Hwæt! Ic swefna cyst   

 hwæt me gemætte to midre nihte, 

 syðþan reordberend reste wunedon! 

 þuhte me þæt ic gesawe syllicre treow 

5 on lyft lædan, leohte bewunden, 

 beama beorhtost. Eall þæt beacen wæs 

 begoten mid golde. Gimmas stodon 

 fægere æt foldan sceatum, swylce þær fife wæron 

 uppe on þam eaxlegespanne. Beheoldon þær engel dryhtnes ealle, 

10 fægere þurh forðgesceaft. Ne wæs ðær huru fracodes gealga, 

 ac hine þær beheoldon halige gastas, 

 men ofer moldan, ond eall þeos mære gesceaft. 

 Syllic wæs se sigebeam, ond ic synnum fah, 

 forwunded mid wommum. Geseah ic wuldres treow, 

15 wædum geweorðode, wynnum scinan, 

 gegyred mid golde; gimmas hæfdon 

 bewrigene weorðlice wealdendes treow. 

 Hwæðre ic þurh þæt gold ongytan meahte 

 earmra ærgewin, þæt hit ærest ongan 

20 swætan on þa swiðran healfe. Eall ic wæs mid sorgum gedrefed, 

 forht ic wæs for þære fægran gesyhðe. Geseah ic þæt fuse beacen 

 wendan wædum ond bleom; hwilum hit wæs mid wætan bestemed, 

 beswyled mid swates gange, hwilum mid since gegyrwed. 

 Hwæðre ic þær licgende lange hwile 
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